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Background of the Invention 

Many secreted proteins, for example, cytokines, play a vital role in the 
regulation of cell growth, cell differentiation, and a variety of specific cellular 
responses. A number of medically useful proteins, including erythropoietin, 

10 granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating factor, human growth hormone, and 
various interleukins, are secreted proteins. Thus, an important goal in the design and 
development of new therapies is the identification and characterization of membrane- 
associated and secreted proteins and the genes which encode them. 

Many membrane-associated proteins are receptors which bind a ligand and 

15 transduce an intracellular signal, leading to a variety of cellular responses. The 

identification and characterization of such a receptor enables one to identify both the 
ligands which bind to the receptor and the intracellular molecules and signal 
transduction pathways associated with the receptor, permitting one to identify or 
design modulators of receptor activity, e.g., receptor agonists or antagonists and 

20 modulators of signal transduction. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is based, at least in part, on the discovery of cDNA 
molecules encoding TANGO 244, TANGO 246, TANGO 275, TANGO 300, and 

25 MANGO 245, all of which are predicted to be either wholly secreted or 

transmembrane proteins. These proteins, fragments, derivatives, and variants thereof 
are collectively referred to as a "polypeptides of the invention" or "proteins of the 
invention." Nucleic acid molecules encoding the polypeptides or proteins of the 
invention are collectively referred to as "nucleic acids of the invention." 

30 The nucleic acids and polypeptides of the present invention are useful as 

modulating agents in regulating a variety of cellular processes. Accordingly, in one 
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